
Ranunculaceae (buttercup or crowfoot family) 

Overview 
ÅWorld: 60 genera, 1700 spp. 
ÅCA:       16 genera, 90 spp. 

ÅWorldwide, but mostly temperate 

ÅMostly herbaceous*  

Å/ƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ ǿŜǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ όǊŀƴǳƴŎǳƭǳǎΥ [Φ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƻƎέύ* 

ÅSome: Continuous whorls of unfused sepals, petals, stamens, 
          pistils ς representative of primitive flowers.  
       (wet areas + primitive characteristics = support for 
         Paleoherb Hypothesis?)*  

ÅCommonly toxic (ranunculin, aconitine)...*  

            ΧƘŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ Ҍ ǿŜǘ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘҐ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ herbivory! 
 

 



Ranunculaceae (buttercup or crowfoot family) 

Representative genera 
ÅRanunculus (buttercup)*  
ÅDelphinium (larkspur)*  
ÅAconitum (wolfsbane,  
                           monkshood) 
ÅAquilegia (columbine)*  
ÅClematis (clematis)*  

Ranunculus californicus (CA buttercup) 

Delphinium parryi Aquilegia formosa Clematis lasiantha (chaparral clematis)  



Aconitum spp. the culprits? 



Ranunculaceae (buttercup or crowfoot family) 

Habit 
ÅMostly herbaceous*  
ÅSome lianas (Clematis spp.)*  
ÅRarely, subshrub (Xanthorhiza) 

Xanthorhiza simplicissima  
(yellowroot) Clematis sp. 

Ranunculus cymbalaria (alkali/seaside buttercup) 


